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" Coretta Scott King aﬁl;l
TJommy Hilfiger:

» The Martin Luther King Jr.
National Memorial Project Founda-
tion, Inc. showcased the winning
model of a national monument
dedicated to the slain civil rights
leader at a September ceremony in
Washington, D.C. “Tt will represent

what we, the family, would like to_.

see,” said Coretta Scott King. The
monument will be the first on the
National Mall to honoran individ-
ual African-American. [t is under-
written by Tommy Hilfiger, and the
groundbreaking is scheduled for
2003. A map of the site is available
at wiwno.mlememorial.org.

® Documeants from the two-year
investigation by the FBI into
allegations that associates of the
militant Jewish Defense League tried
to extort money from late rappers
Erlc “Eazy-E” Wright and Tupac
Shakur via telephone threats were
officially released in Septemberand
posted on the Web site www.the-
smokinggun.com. The probe was
launched on April 15, 1997 and
ended on May 18, 1999 after
prosecutors failed to substantiate
the claims.
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® Death Row Records CEO Suge
Knight will use some of the proceeds
from the compilation album Zo0
Gangsta for Radio—which includes
songs by Tupac, the Ruff Rydars,
Treach, Crooked |, and Above the
Law—to set up the Death Row
Prisoner Appeal Fund, according to
label spokesman Jonathan Wolfson.
Fach year, a committee for the fund
will choose one applicant from the
state prison system and one in the
federal prison system and help
finance legal expenses for their
appeal, Wolfson says.

® After nearly four decades under
the reign of former segregationist
Joe Smitherman, residents of Selma,
Ala., have elected businessman
James Perkins as their first African-
American mayor. “Tt is time to put
the Civil War and civil rights history
into a museum,” Perkins said during
his acceptance speech. He defeated
the incumbent by 1,336 votes. “The
defeat of Mayor Joe Smitherman
after37 yearsis a tribute to the hard
work and dedication of Selma’s
black citizens and right-thinking
white voters,” Kweisi Mfume,
president of the NAACP, said ina
statement,

I'd WHO DID WHAT WHERE & WHEN

# You’re not going to find Red-
man’s “Red Rum Raisin” or
Eminem’s “Vanilla No Ice” at
Baskin-Robbins or Haagen-Dazs.
The only place where hip hop meets
ice cream is at Qutrageous Flavors,
an ice-cream parlor/deli launched
by New Jersey rappers Outsidaz. The
store was set up in the group’s home-
town of Newark to bring jobs into
the community and raise revenue
for the group. On any given day,
you'll see the rappers hard at work,
scooping it up. “It’s not some estab-
lishment where we’re getting rich,”
says Young Zee. “We just did it
*cause we all like ice cream.”

® Shoring upsupport for their'Net
startup, Harvard University pro-
fessors Henry Louis Gates Jr. and
Kwame Anthony Appiah have sold
Africana.com to Time Warner Inc.
“The revenue model was slow to
develop—let’s putit thatway,” Gates
told The New York Times. “I would
have become worried about its
future by nextyear unless there was
some dramatic turnaround.” Terms
of the deal were not announced.
The site is one of several devoted to
people of African descent but is
unique in its focus on educational
content, health, and finance. Gates
and Appiah will continue to work
on the site as consultants.

® A federal lawsuit filed against Sean
“Puffy” Comhs by the owners of
gospel song “I'll Fly Away” was

settled out of court with final details
resolved in September. Albert E.
Brumlsy & Sons, Inc. sued Puffy for

borrowing lyrics from the song .

without permission for his hitsingle
“P|1 Be Missing You,” a tribute to the
slain rapper The Notorious B.L.G.
“We are very pleased with the
settlement,” says Bob Brumley. The
original song, wrtten by Brumley’s
father, Albert Brumley, was pub-
lished in 1932 and appears in the film
The Apostle, which starred Robert
Duvall. It will also be featured in
George Clooney’s movie O Brother,
Where Art Thou? due in theaters
nationwide next year.

& Bone Thugs-N-Harmony's Flesh-
N-Bone (born Stanley Vernell
Howse), 27, was sentenced to 10 years
in a California state prison on

September 22 for threatening a -

friend with a semiautomatic weapon
last December. He was charged with
assault with a deadly weapon and
possession of a firearm.

® Three associates of the Boston rap
group Made Man were charged with
assaultand battery with a dangerous
weapon in the Septembernightclub
attack on Boston Celtics forward
Paul Pierce. According to the Boston
Herald, Tony Husston, 30, allegedly
punched Pierce then hit him across
the face with a bottle. William
Ragland, 28, and Trevor Watson, 34,
then allegedly stabbed the NBA star
in the chest, back, and neck at
Boston nightspot Buzz Club. Pierce
was later released from New England
Medical Center.

® Jazz-soul saxophonist Stanley
Tusrentine died of a stroke on
September 12. He was 66 years old.

Reporting by David Crowley, Brett
Johnson, David Wall Rice, and
Samantha Wong

KING AND NILFIGER: BRAD RICHMAN; EAZY-E: FITROY BARRETT/AETNA; JAMI
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Veteran publishing executive Manie Barron gives the
By David Wall Rice

African-American slant on books.

n advocate for African-American literature-and hip hop-themed
works, Manie Barzon, 46, is the publishing manager for Amistad Press,
founded in 1986, one of the nation’s oldest black-originated
publishing ventures, now an imprint of HarperCollins. The former
Random House editor is one of a handful of literary executives who act as
the essential gatekeepers for the many aspiring black authors writing on
black subjects. In his one-year tenure at HarperCollins, he has been instru-
mental in bringing such titles as Black Heat by Norman Kelley, Lest We
Forget by Velma Maia Thomas, and When All Hell Breaks Loose by Camika

Spencer to bookstore shelves and brokering a contract for DMX’s-

biography that will net the rapper $1 million with bonuses. Next year, a
photojoumalistic tome on pimps and players titled Pimpnosis, by Rob
Marriott and Tracy Funches (inspired by a VIBE story), will be released.
Here, Barron provides some insight into the realm of black ink.

How do you decide which books youare going to publish?
I came [here] from another direction, with a different skill set than most

editors. I wasn’t an English major, [ wasn’t an assistant, and I didn’t go to

76 viB®

one of the [vies. [ came in through sales and mar-
keting. It’s no longersolely the aesthetics of abook
that determine whether or not it gets done. With
me, 'm looking at, Okay, how you gonna sell this
" muthafucker? Who is its market? | look at what
the book has to say and how itsays it. And most
importantly, does anybody want to [read] it?

Do writers need to tailor their artistic vision to
marketing needs in order to getpublished?

A very delicate balance has to be struck. We
should not be completely enslaved by the mar-
ketplace. Ifyou start writing for the market, you
will write cynically. Writers need to write what’s
in tieir gut, but they have to anderstand when
they submit something to an agent, to someone
I in publishing, thatis how we are soing to think~—

- Will it sell? ’

~ Arethere noticeabla shifts in the industry that
.have allowed for more hip hop-~related titles?
There has been a change, butnota lot. There
« fewer than 20 black editors at major houses
'in all of publishing. [n many instances, we’re not
: “seeing as many hip hop-related materials as we
“should, because we're talking about predomi-
nantly white, middle-class, middle-aged editors.
Hip hop isn’t a part of their reality. Asa result,
there is a hesitancy to have anything todowithiit.
We’re undercapitalizing on an audience that is
built on words, on verbiage, [and] it has todo with
the fact that there is a culture gap. Iwould like to
hear more about hip bop workingin conjunction
with bookstores, books, reading, and writing. Hip
hop isa platform for change, and here isan oppor-
tunity for us to shake shit up for the better.

How do you bridge those cultural gaps and convince publisherstatake a
chance on a hip hop-themed book?

You’re not going to get anybody to do something [by explaining], This
is the right thing to do, so we should do it, Fuck that. Ifit was all about the
right thing to do, we wouldn’t have bigotry and prejudice. You may not
believe there is an audience, but everybody believes numbers—here iswhat
so-and-so sold; the number of people attending this; who viewed that.
Sprite started the “Obey Your Thirst” campaign with the hip bop mind-
set. You know those folks didn’t know shit about hip hop, so they had to
see the numbers. -

What do you hope readers will get from the books you've released?

First, ] hope that people would stop thinking of books as an onerous
chore. Pm hoping that I'll get people to read, to be comfortable witha book
and to feel there’s something in a book for them. Pl start with pimps, just
like so many of us started with [books on street life by] Donald Goines and
Iceberg Slim. After that, youw’ll wantto go deeper, to otber places. ThenI'm
going to guide you, because a book is a magic carpet.

Phatograph by CLARA SHIN
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AFRICA
MEDALLIONS

o you remember the time? It was a balmy spring after- ZULU CHIEF:
noon in 1990. Your dreads had finally grown out of the Afrika Bambaataa
. : . . In1984

twisty stage, and your Bart Simpson shirt was fresh out
of the dryer. Public Enemywelcomed you to the Terrordome,
while Tribe sang the praises of Bonita’s ample bum. And for
five bones, you copped the leather Africa medallion you had
been eyeing for weeks in the corner mom-and-pop store. Put
it all together and you had the uniform of the socially con-
scious B-boy masses. :

The simple leather circle emblazoned with the motherland
was a wake-up call from the excesses of the late-’80s Me
Generation with its dooky chains and four-finger rings,
accessories that celebrated commercial success over
cultural pride. On the flip side, the stitched-togeth-
er emblem symbolized the very essence of nation-
alistic awareness.

Theleather medallion reminded us that the
hard beats that drove the neighborhood block
parties echoed the drum slaps of ancestors
tom from the west coast of Africa. And
that the intricate designs that sisters
around the way braided into each
other’s hair came from a tradition
passed down from mother to daugh-
ter, originating in Africa. We wore
the medallion to identify with
each otherand with the struggle
against racism.

In 2002, things aren’t all
that different. Apartheid might
be history, but racial injustice
persists. And though the U.S.-
Soviet nuclear-arms race is over,
weapons of mass destruction con- -
tinue to haunt us. As Jesus pieces
become increasingly meaningless,
the sensibilities of the Africa
medallion are suddenly relevant
again. At a time when folks are
reexamining the strengths and
weaknesses of the black com-
munity, we remember this
symbol of black pride for its
cultural significance rather
than its dollar value. As Poor
Righteous Teachers might say,
it doesn’t take a holy intellect
to figure that out.

David Wall Rice
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WASHINGTON, D.&. Hometown
Hit: “Overnight Scenario™ by go-go king-
pins Rare Essence. SONIC IMPORT: Big
Pun’s “Still Not A Player.” BJ: Taek One is a
cool Asian cat who spins at the popular
State of the Union club on U Street. Supa
Funkregulata Celo is tops on the radio.
MC: Priest Da Nomad of the Freestyle
Union. NEXT TO BLOW: Da Lost Genera-
shun. DANCE STEP: Dancing to go-go
is as close to dry humping as you can
get. CLUB: DC Live. FASHION STATE-
MENT: ddtp WORLD gear; Da* Link®
Went tees: Armegedia Global Apparel.

MARION BARRY GOES 0UT HIS

WAY When it comes to politics, the
resilient mavor of Washingron, D.C.,
personifies hip hop’s mantra to keep it
real. In fact, many maintain that he
keeps it too real. Marion S. Barry Jr.
has so mastered the political ma-
chine, even haters must concede he’s
the MC of D.C.

But not for much longer. After
an unprecedented four terms in office,
Barry, 62, has announced that he will
redre his microphone and sit out the
November election. “Winning was not
an issue,” Barry said from his office in
a telephone interview. But Barry has
resolved that he can fight the good fight
“from outside the government better
than [ can inside.” He was vague about
his furure plans, though, saying only
that he wanted to continue helping
District residents.

Barry will be remembered as a contra-
dicton. There was that videoeaped wke
on a crack pipe back in January 1990—
although it was plain to see he was at
Room 727 of the Vista International
Hotel for a rendezvous with former lover
Rasheeda Moore.

As purt of a lengthy sting operation
that cost taxpayers as much as $3 mil-
lion. the FBI directed Moore to lure

TR O
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Barry settled for a hit off the pipe.

Despite the videotape, a federal jury .
convicted Barry of only one out of 14~

counts, a possession charge. Barry

received a six-month prison term for -
the minor conviction, a sentence many’

decried as excessive.

Still, Barry long provided viable lead- ~

ership. He got his start as the first chair-

man of the seminal Student Nonviolent .

Coordinating - Committee in the early
1960s. He went on to draft legislation to
help the homeless, senior ciuzens, gays,
voung people and, of course, African
Americans. He batded on after the fed-
eral government in 1995 reduced his
office to little more than a Milli Vanilli
serup. Civil-rights activist, player extra-

ordinaire, advocate for the disenfran-

Walters, political scientist and professor at che University of Maryland’s Afro-American Scudies Program. “'This, in addi-

Barry. His sexual advances rebuffed, .- chised—all in one dashiki-clad, balding

body. Inconsistencies, to be sure.
.. “Barry was the man because he pro-
vided jobs for young people that were

-designed to prepare them for the real
“world,”" says Mossi Tull, a-financial
analyst-who backed Barry in 1994, the’

year Barry emerged from jail to cap-

rure 56% of the vote. “Anyorie could-

provide an opportunity pushing
brooms. Barry taught us how to be
working leaders.”

Buta dark shadow remains. Let’s be
real: The mayor of the capital of the
United States was reduced to a crack-
smoking Pookie before the entre
world. Nevertheless, Barry, as con-
flicted as he was, is the truth. “People
like Barry because he’s a strong black
man and arrogant,”

tion to the fact that he was able to dispense reul services, made him a peoples’ mayor.”

Indeed, Burry provided leadership—not from the rafters on high, but from wichin the condition of his people. This condi-
ton has its perversions. In spite of his travails, Barry’s perseverance and commitment to D.C.’s have-nots never wavered.
Barry managed not to sell his people out, even when the hinges were blown off the doors to his private life. This won't erase
his great missteps, but it should help others complete the picture that he was so close to finishing on his own. *I broughta

whole new spirit to Washington.” Barry suys. “One that said, ‘You can do it.' ”
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IN THE BOOTH WITH D) TAEK ONE

No hype. Just calm confidence, superb selection and deft
scratching. That was DJ Taek One’s style on a Friday night in
Januory at the State of the Union club in Washington, D.C.
Here’s his piaylist — pius the crowd's reaction —during the crucial

hour between 1 and 2 a.m. D. WALL RICE

SELECTION/ REACTION “You Know My Steez,” Gang Starr/ Sure shot

“Off The Books,” The Beatnuts/ Mcdest baunce “Dat Gangsta Sh*t,” Fat Joe/ Crowd still into it

“Mona Llsa,” Slick Rick/ Decent respanse “Hard Knock Life,” Jay-Z/ Even bartenders on the floar

“Electric Relaxation,” A Tribe Called Quest/ Happy honeys double  “Put It in Your Mouth,” Akinyele/ Caps the set with total crowd support
party particlpation I

“Doo Wop (That Thing),” Lauryn

Hillf Fellas break for a drink STRIKe BACK
“Definition,” Black Star/ |ritro "
alone slays ‘'em

“Superthug,” Noreaga/
Anticlimactic, but keeps

up the pace

“Unbelievable,” Notorious B.1.G./
Brooklyn heads get amped

“A Million And One
Questions,” Jay-Z/ Slight
energy decrease

“5 Boroughs,” KRS-Onef

Slept on. Next.

“Black Cop,” KRS-One/ High-
stepping B-boy bravado begins

———

“Livin’ Proof,” Group Home/ Two
dancefloor devotees left

“Ice Cream,” Roekwon/

Domina, . .0 -t

“Da Bichez,” Jeru the Damaja/
Finesses bench wormers to

the flaor

“I’ll Bea Dati,” Redmon/ Has
crowd by the jugular

“Kick in the Door,” Notorious
B.LG./ It's a party now ,
~Tear Da Roaf Of,” Busta Rhymes/ l,
Whip out the towel; heads

are soakin’

“Ruff Ryders’ Anthem,” DMX/
Bananas!

“Triumph,” Wu-Tang Clan/
Uncertain if stage can take

sHONE

RBTURNS, HA

baunce pressure
“Banned From TY,” Noreaga/ Hot,
especially Nore’s verse MR /0 099 Us 5295 CANS3IO
“Shimmy Shimmy Ya,” O}’ Dirty 04
Bastard/ Almost lost ‘em for a sec
*Win The G,” 0.C. featuring Freddie . : B T T
Foxox/ Got ‘em back . 9"353987s ;i Sl T pewme VIBE
WWW, BLAZE.COM . S e
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¢ For now. Bryont is faeusing on the NA.ACP s
4 600 exl:ﬂng youth ond college chaptars—wplus 90 :
more he pinns to start this yeor. Of coursa, oll .
} this seems insignificont in light of his ultimote i
} gool. “1 hope that we con put the NAACP out of ;
{| businass,” he soys. “Sa my grondehildren won't
{ hove ta look bock ond say, “We still singin” “Wo !
; Sholl Overcoma.’” D. WAL]. RIiCE !
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7¢ COSL C speaks to Kemrp
Powers from death row.

74 THE PUNISHER Former Texas
attorney general stands uo for cap-
ital punishment. By D. Wa/f Rice
7€ RUNNING NUMBERS Don't be
shocked by these figures.

7¢ THE INFAMOUS Our genera-
ton's most notorious hustlers.
8z MYTHS OF THE GAME Tone
Boots sets the record straight.
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T he Texas penal system splits wigs like
o crazed caiffeur. Since the Supreme
Court reinstared the death penolty in [976,
the Lone Star State has executed 6%
inmotes — 108 more thon Virginio, which
has the secand-highest execution rate in the
nation. Texas accaunts for almost one-third
of the nation’s executions. And of the 440
Texans currently an death row, 42 percent
are black —while blocks comprise approxi-
mately 12 pescent of the stote’s population.
Former Texas Attomey General Dan
Morales defended (27 death-sentence con-
victions during his eight years in office—more
than any other attomey generol in modern

way colored by race?

| hope nat and believe not. However, the ar-
gument put forth by those wha simply rely
on the numbers is one that bears considero-
tion. The system meets constitutional
muster. But my bottom line [is that] just be-
caurse qur system is constitutionol does not
mean it can’t be improved. if enough ques-
tians are asked about the legitimocy of the
administration of the system, then | think
state officials are abligated to take those
concems to heart. They don't hove to con-
cede uncanstitutionolity — | never did as ot-
tomey general. But that's not to say the dis-
parity in raciol and ethnic numbers is not a
troubling aspect of our system.

What do you think young urbon Americans
can learn from the situation of copital pun-

ishment in Texas?

It's extremely impartant to ensure that sys-
tem administrators — police officers, prose-
cutors, judges, elected officiols, legislators —
reflect our diverse population.

Do you think copital punishment works

FORMER TOP LAWYER DEFENDS

history. But since retiring from public life last
Jonuory, o year after Texas won a landmork
multibilliondollar lawsuit agairst the tobac-
co industry, Moroles has grown more criticol
of the death penalty —olthough he remains o
proponent of the statute. Blaze sat down with
Maroles to discuss his concems over the
rociol disparities on death row and why he
still defends capital punishment.

S

your retirement?
[ have olways been supportive of the [death
penalty] statute, However, | believe the od-

o have you chonged your stance
on capital punishment since

os o deterrent, or is it just a matter of pun-
ishing individuols?

I do not believe that individuols who cammit
these types of heinous crimes go through an
irellectuol process in which they can con-
trast committing a lesser crime with commit-
ting a murder dunng o felony, which means
they would be subject to the death penolty.
I've really never been convinced that this
statute operates as o deterrent,

So it's more o matter of ighting o wrong?

I am unwilling to impose an artificiol [imita-
tion upon jurors, 12 members of my
community, regording their ability to mete
out whot they believe is justice. | think they
ought to be the ones deciding abaut oppro-
prigte responses to these crimes, ond | do
not believe it is oppropriate for the govern-
ment to artificiolly restrict their ability to
make these decisions for themselves. | feel
much more comfortoble letting a jury, after
having been educated with the arguments
on both sides, determine what they believe
is a fair, oppropriate ond just punishment.
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ministration of our statute con be improved.
The primary concern thot has been raised
recently is that there is little, if ony, opportu-
nity for the public to know what tronspires
during that process. Death penolty cases
can serve the legitimote purposes and ob-

jectives of the criminol justice system. At
the some time, we can take steps ta
promote a greater degree of openness in
terms of what standords the parole board
uses to consider opplications, perhops even
going so far as to ollow some type af quasi-
public proceeding.

Why do peaple consider Texas so kardcore
in its implementation of the death

penolty —do Texons realize they are consid-
ered by mony os poriohs?

In our state, there has olways been o relo-
tively low level of toleronce for lowlessness,
particulorly extreme violence. | think it re-
flects the philosophy of our citizens. An ex-
troordinonly horsh offense merits an
extraordinorily horsh punishment.

Do you think that that philosophy is in any

Do you ever feel ony sense of responsibility
or quilt?

Every execution that has occurred under
my watch is one where oll constitutional
requiremerts have been met; where the
individuol who was executed was indeed
guilty; and where the jury that imposed
this sanction did so based upon oll the
focts, evidence and information they
needed in order to come to o just decision.

| hove olways been apprehensive about

the prospect of attempting to subvert or
second-quess a jury’s decision. We have o
system of triol by jury that deserves great
respect. That does nat [essen the benefit of
treating seriously the dispority in the demo-
grophic numbers. | think that if we are sen-
sitive to those concerns, and reolly bend
over bockwards to ensure thot in every case
there is odequate representation in terms of
counsel, and that oll constitutionol prerog- ¢,
atives, guoranteas ond requiremests are :
forworded and met —we will have o system

that people trust, D. Wall Rice




