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     A                                         Reading, Watching, Listening List 

      Background and Rationale. 

In the 1980s and 90s, and perhaps long before, Morehouse College circulated a book list among 
incoming student scholars. The list represented an opportunity for the Community to engage in deep 
learning with critical reading, writing and thinking across disciplines and a variety of topic areas. It 
offered a baseline for professors and students to reference.  

The list was daunting — so many titles. Amazing titles, but so many.  

Given the book list came from Morehouse, it centered the Black genius in our lived experience with 
special attention to Black men.  

Since that type-written book list from years ago, things have changed relative to how we get 
information and in terms of how Black men and boys sit in relationship to the diaspora and to the 
larger world. Books are still foundational, but it’s crucial that we are literate across and through a 
variety of media. 

Offered here is a collection of books, television shows, films, albums and other materials that are 
hyperlinked to provide summaries for the books, tv shows, films, and most albums, and full-reads or 
views for the internet content.  

As I appreciatively explain to friends, colleagues, and students whenever I ‘drop’ a new iteration of the 
list — Like it. Dislike it. Argue it’s too long. Make your own list from it, or because of it. However you 
engage, the hope is that the collection is helpful in the freedom work that you are to do. 

Looking forward, 

David Wall Rice, PhD. 
Professor, Morehouse College   

 Books. 

1. Abrams, Stacey. Lead from the Outside:  How to Build Your Future and Make Real Change (2019).  

2. Abu-Jamal, Mumia. Live From Death Row (1995). 

3. Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart (1959).  

4. Akbar, Na’im. Visions for Black Men (1991). 

https://www.amazon.com/Lead-from-Outside-Stacey-Abrams-audiobook/dp/B077BW5BD8/ref=sr_1_8?crid=27IXOKH8KKRCK&keywords=abrams&qid=1692379806&sprefix=abrams+,aps,104&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.com/Live-Death-Row-Mumia-Abu-jamal/dp/0380727668/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1501209584&sr=1-1&keywords=live+from+death+row
http://www.amazon.com/Things-Fall-Apart-Chinua-Achebe/dp/0385474547/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1404964783&sr=1-1&keywords=things+fall+apart
http://www.amazon.com/Visions-Black-Men-Naim-Akbar/dp/0935257012/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1405089581&sr=8-1&keywords=visions+for+black+men
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5. Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (2012). 

6. Angelou, Maya. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (1969). 

7. Baldwin, James. The Fire Next Time (1963).  

8. Baptist, Edward. The Half Has Never Been Told (2014). 

9. Baraka, Amiri and Neal, Larry. Black Fire: An Anthology of Afro-American Writing (1968). 

10. Barber II, William. Revive Us Again: Vision and Action in Moral Organizing (2018). 

11. Basquiat, Lisane; Herveaux, Jeanine; Fitzpatrick, Nora; and Gallagher, Ileen. Jean-Michel Basquiat: 

King Pleasure© (2022). 

12. Battle-Baptiste, Whitney and Rusert, Britt eds. W.E.B. Du Bois’s Data Portraits: Visualizing Black 

America (2018). 

13. Bell, Derrick. Faces At the Bottom of the Well: The Permanence of Racism (1992). 

14. Bennett, Lerone. Before the Mayflower: A History of Black America (1969). 

15. Biko, Steve. I Write What I Like: Selected Writings (1969).  

16. Blight, David. Fredrick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom (2018). 

17. Bloom, Joshua and Martin, Jr., Waldo E. Black Against Empire: The History and Politics of the Black 

Panther Party (2016). 

18. Blow, Charles. The Devil You Know: A Black Power Manifesto (2021).  

19. Bond, Julian. Julian Bond's Time to Teach: A History of the Southern Civil Rights Movement  (2021). 

20. Broom, Sarah M. The Yellow House: A Memoir (2019). 

21. Broome, Brian. Punch Me Up to the Gods (2021). 

22. Browder, Anthony. Nile Valley Contributions to Civilization (1992). 

23. Brown, Austin Channing. I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness (2018).  

24. Brown, Claude. Manchild in the Promised Land (1965). 

25. Brown, Elaine. A Taste of Power (1993). 

26. Burrell, Tom. Brainwashed: Challenging the Myth of Black Inferiority (2010). 

27. Byrd, Rudolph P. and Guy-Sheftall, Beverly eds. Traps: African American Men on Gender and 

Sexuality (2001). 

28. Campbell, Mary Schdmidt. An American Odyssey: The Life and Work of Romare Beardon (2018). 

29. Carter Sr., Lawrence Edward. A Baptist Preacher’s Buddhist Teacher: How My Interfaith Journey with 

Daisaku Ikeda Made Me a Better Christian (2019). 

30. Chang, Jeff. Can’t Stop Won’t Stop: A History of the Hip-Hop Generation (2005).  

http://www.amazon.com/New-Jim-Crow-Incarceration-Colorblindness/dp/1595586431/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1404964862&sr=1-1&keywords=the+new+jim+crow
http://www.amazon.com/Know-Why-Caged-Bird-Sings/dp/0345514408/ref=sr_1_16?ie=UTF8&qid=1405177863&sr=8-16&keywords=toni+morrison
http://www.amazon.com/Fire-Next-Time-James-Baldwin/dp/067974472X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1404965143&sr=1-1&keywords=the+fire+next+time
https://www.amazon.com/Half-Has-Never-Been-Told/dp/0465049664/ref=sr_1_1?hvadid=580750911011&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9010936&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=18406746190312017616&hvtargid=kwd-318136743741&hydadcr=22595_13493276&keywords=half+the+story+has+never+been+told&qid=1692413473&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Black-Fire-Anthology-Afro-American-Writing/dp/1574780395/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1405013567&sr=8-2&keywords=black+fire
https://www.amazon.com/Revive-Us-Again-Vision-Organizing/dp/0807025607/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=revive+us+again&qid=1598905301&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Jean-Michel-Basquiat-King-Pleasure%C2%A9-Lisane/dp/0847871878/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1NTH36ANLVJJ9&keywords=king+pleasure&qid=1692382307&s=books&sprefix=king+pleasure,stripbooks,98&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Jean-Michel-Basquiat-King-Pleasure%C2%A9-Lisane/dp/0847871878/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1NTH36ANLVJJ9&keywords=king+pleasure&qid=1692382307&s=books&sprefix=king+pleasure,stripbooks,98&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/W-Boiss-Data-Portraits-Visualizing/dp/1616897066/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=data+portraits&qid=1567456197&s=audible&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/W-Boiss-Data-Portraits-Visualizing/dp/1616897066/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=data+portraits&qid=1567456197&s=audible&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Faces-At-Bottom-Well-Permanence/dp/0465068146/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1404965185&sr=1-1&keywords=faces+at+the+bottom+of+the+well
http://www.amazon.com/Before-Mayflower-History-America-Revised/dp/0140178228/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1405012572&sr=1-3&keywords=lerone+bennett
http://www.amazon.com/Write-What-Like-Selected-Writings/dp/0226048977/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1404965281&sr=1-1&keywords=I+write+what+I+like
https://www.amazon.com/Frederick-Douglass-David-W-Blight/dp/1416590315/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=CjwKCAjw-7LrBRB6EiwAhh1yX9ojR1GStq-NV9Gew8Bom5g_M4zWk6XB20ErzIJN0Kf5S3xKDsMWXBoC0m0QAvD_BwE&hvadid=323105201501&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9010936&hvnetw=g&hvpos=1t2&hvqmt=e&hvrand=1214497469273290415&hvtargid=aud-646675773986:kwd-604556494055&hydadcr=22156_10168909&keywords=fredrick+douglas+prophet+of+freedom&qid=1567465064&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0520293282/ref=rdr_ext_tmb
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0520293282/ref=rdr_ext_tmb
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0062914669/ref=redir_mobile_desktop?_encoding=UTF8&aaxitk=a36c9bdae4c013d1562d18622d10f966&hsa_cr_id=1543927080101&pd_rd_plhdr=t&pd_rd_r=431e27de-f3e9-411e-9dd5-f69068dd4d2e&pd_rd_w=zViGU&pd_rd_wg=yW20b&ref_=sbx_be_s_sparkle_mcd_asin_0_img
https://www.amazon.com/Julian-Bonds-Time-Teach-Southern/dp/0807033200/ref=sr_1_1?crid=JR73Z8PHY5UY&keywords=julian+bond&qid=1692380330&sprefix=julian+bond+,aps,103&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Yellow-House-Memoir-National-Winner/dp/0802149030/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+yellow+house&qid=1598848699&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Punch-Me-Up-Gods-Memoir-ebook/dp/B08B3K4KWV/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2CT6ABNTKYWSP&keywords=punch+me+up+to+the+gods&qid=1692409460&s=books&sprefix=punch+me+up+to+the+god,stripbooks,248&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Valley-Contributions-Civilization-Exploding-Myths/dp/092494403X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1OA5E3BXZA9J2&keywords=nile+valley+contributions+to+civilization+by+anthony+browder&qid=1567461339&s=books&sprefix=nile+valley+,stripbooks,136&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Im-Still-Here-Dignity-Whiteness/dp/1524760854/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1534132550&sr=8-1&keywords=I'm+still+here
http://www.amazon.com/Manchild-Promised-Land-Claude-Brown/dp/145163157X
https://www.amazon.com/Taste-Power-Black-Womans-Story/dp/0385471076/ref=asc_df_0385471076/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312443114357&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=10933272360011597447&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9010936&hvtargid=pla-454948628526&psc=1
http://www.amazon.com/Brainwashed-Challenging-Myth-Black-Inferiority/dp/1401925928/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1405008647&sr=1-6&keywords=Born+to+Rebel%253A+An+Autobiography
http://www.amazon.com/Traps-African-American-Gender-Sexuality/dp/0253214483
http://www.amazon.com/Traps-African-American-Gender-Sexuality/dp/0253214483
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0195059093/ref=crt_ewc_img_dp_2?ie=UTF8&psc=1&smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER
https://www.amazon.com/Baptist-Preachers-Buddhist-Teacher-Interfaith/dp/0977924599/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=lawrence+carter&qid=1567460294&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Baptist-Preachers-Buddhist-Teacher-Interfaith/dp/0977924599/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=lawrence+carter&qid=1567460294&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Baptist-Preachers-Buddhist-Teacher-Interfaith/dp/0977924599/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=lawrence+carter&qid=1567460294&s=gateway&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Cant-Stop-Wont-History-Generation/dp/0312425791/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1405026870&sr=8-1&keywords=can%27t+stop+won%27t+stop
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31. Charnas, Dan. Dilla Time: The Life and Afterlife of J Dilla, the Hip-Hop Producer Who Reinvented 

Rhythm (2022). 

32. Clark, Kenneth B. Dark Ghetto: Dilemmas of Social Power (1965). 

33. Coates, Ta-Nehisi. The Water Dancer: A Novel (2019). 

34. Cobb, William Jelani and Remnick, David, eds. The Matter of Black Lives: Writing from The New 

Yorker (2021). 

35. Cole, Johnnetta Betsch with Watkins-Hayes, Celeste and Williams, Erica Lottaine eds. Speechifying: 

The Words and Legacy of Johnnetta Betsch Cole (2023). 

36. Collins, Patricia Hill. Intersectionality as Critical Social Theory (2019). 

37. Cone, James H. Risks of Faith: The Emergence of a Black Theology of Liberation, 1968-1998 (2000).   

38. Cooper, Brittney. Eloquent Rage: A Black Feminist Discovers Her Superpower (2018). 

39. Cotton, Tressie McMillan. Thick: And Other Essays (2019). 

40. Crouch, Stanley. Victory Is Assured: Uncollected Writings of Stanley Crouch (2022). 

41. Curry, George E. The Best of Emerge Magazine (2003). 

42. Davis, Angela. Freedom is a Constant Struggle: Furgeson, Palestine, and the Foundations of a 

Movement (2016). 

43. Dennis, Jr., David and Dennis, Sr., David. The Movement Made Us: A Father, a Son, and the Legacy 

of a Freedom Ride (2022). 

44. Diamond, Jared. Guns, Germs and Steel: The Fates of Human Society (1999).  

45. Dionne, Jr., E.J. and Reid, Joy-Ann eds. We Are the Change We Seek, The Speeches of Barack 

Obama (2017). 

46. DK. The LGBTQ + History Book, big ideas simply explained (2023). 

47. Dorrien, Gary. Breaking White Supremacy: Martin Luther King Jr. and the Black Social Gospel 

(2019). 

48. Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Fredrick Douglass: An American Slave, Written by 

Himself (1845).  

49. Drew, Kimberly and Wortham, Jenna eds. Black Futures (2020).  

50. Du Bois, W. E. B. Souls of Black Folk (1903).  

51. Dunbar, Paul Lawrence. The Sport of the Gods (1902). 

52. Dyson, Michael Eric. Tears We Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White America (2017).  

53. Early, Gerald. The Muhammad Ali Reader (1998). 

54. Edwards, Harry. The Revolt of the Black Athlete 50th Anniversary Edition (2017). 
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https://www.amazon.com/Dilla-Time-Afterlife-Producer-Reinvented/dp/0374139946/ref=sr_1_5?crid=2GRYRCWODQK7E&keywords=J.+Dilla&qid=1692428772&sprefix=j.+dilla,aps,92&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/Dilla-Time-Afterlife-Producer-Reinvented/dp/0374139946/ref=sr_1_5?crid=2GRYRCWODQK7E&keywords=J.+Dilla&qid=1692428772&sprefix=j.+dilla,aps,92&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/Dark-Ghetto-Dilemmas-Social-Power/dp/0819562262/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1501738571&sr=1-3&keywords=dark+ghetto
https://www.amazon.com/Water-Dancer-Novel-Ta-Nehisi-Coates/dp/0399590595/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+water+dancer&qid=1598895494&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Matter-Black-Lives-Writing-Yorker/dp/0063017598/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+matter+of+black+lives&qid=1629140607&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Matter-Black-Lives-Writing-Yorker/dp/0063017598/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+matter+of+black+lives&qid=1629140607&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Speechifying-Words-Legacy-Johnnetta-Betsch/dp/1478024895/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=6ucZB&content-id=amzn1.sym.5f7e0a27-49c0-47d3-80b2-fd9271d863ca:amzn1.symc.e5c80209-769f-4ade-a325-2eaec14b8e0e&pf_rd_p=5f7e0a27-49c0-47d3-80b2-fd9271d863ca&pf_rd_r=HQGW82BTM7VWQ6A8JFY1&pd_rd_wg=sOLVH&pd_rd_r=ca82d360-dabd-4fc0-a628-04310e59b061&ref_=pd_gw_ci_mcx_mr_hp_atf_m
https://www.amazon.com/Speechifying-Words-Legacy-Johnnetta-Betsch/dp/1478024895/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=6ucZB&content-id=amzn1.sym.5f7e0a27-49c0-47d3-80b2-fd9271d863ca:amzn1.symc.e5c80209-769f-4ade-a325-2eaec14b8e0e&pf_rd_p=5f7e0a27-49c0-47d3-80b2-fd9271d863ca&pf_rd_r=HQGW82BTM7VWQ6A8JFY1&pd_rd_wg=sOLVH&pd_rd_r=ca82d360-dabd-4fc0-a628-04310e59b061&ref_=pd_gw_ci_mcx_mr_hp_atf_m
https://www.amazon.com/Intersectionality-as-Critical-Social-Theory/dp/1478006463/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=intersectionality&qid=1598848347&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Risks-Faith-Emergence-Liberation-1968-1998/dp/0807009512/ref=pd_rhf_pe_s_cp_4_M8FS?ie=UTF8&refRID=12TQ0NX9SJ4KDKD8X1CV
https://www.amazon.com/Eloquent-Rage-Feminist-Discovers-Superpower/dp/1250112575/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1534121438&sr=1-1&keywords=brittney+cooper
https://www.amazon.com/Thick-Essays-Tressie-McMillan-Cottom/dp/1620974363/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=thick&qid=1567457645&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Victory-Assured-Uncollected-Writings-Stanley/dp/1324090901/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3DDEH2E7Y05KS&keywords=stanley+crouch&qid=1692408121&sprefix=stanley+crouch,aps,110&sr=8-2
http://www.amazon.com/Best-Emerge-Magazine-George-Curry/dp/0345462289/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1405049395&sr=1-1&keywords=emerge+magazine
https://www.amazon.com/Freedom-Constant-Struggle-Palestine-Foundations/dp/1608465640/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=angela+davis&qid=1598907865&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Freedom-Constant-Struggle-Palestine-Foundations/dp/1608465640/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=angela+davis&qid=1598907865&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Freedom-Constant-Struggle-Palestine-Foundations/dp/1608465640/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=angela+davis&qid=1598907865&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Movement-Made-Us-Father-Freedom/dp/0063011425/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1A73BR78YBZAZ&keywords=david+j.+dennis+jr&qid=1692416048&sprefix=david+dennis,aps,129&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Movement-Made-Us-Father-Freedom/dp/0063011425/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1A73BR78YBZAZ&keywords=david+j.+dennis+jr&qid=1692416048&sprefix=david+dennis,aps,129&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Guns-Germs-Steel-Fates-Societies/dp/0393317552/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1404971778&sr=8-1&keywords=Guns%252C+Germs+and+Steel%253A+The+Fates+of+Human+Society
https://www.amazon.com/We-Are-Change-Seek-Speeches/dp/1635570913/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1501647059&sr=1-1&keywords=we+are+the+change+we+seek
https://www.amazon.com/We-Are-Change-Seek-Speeches/dp/1635570913/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1501647059&sr=1-1&keywords=we+are+the+change+we+seek
https://www.amazon.com/LGBTQ-History-Book-Big-Ideas/dp/0744070732/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1NGGTYULTZ8JP&keywords=the+lgbtq++history+book+dk&qid=1692464225&sprefix=the+lgbtQ+,aps,110&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Breaking-White-Supremacy-Martin-Luther/dp/0300244339/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=breaking+white+supremacy&qid=1598852738&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Breaking-White-Supremacy-Martin-Luther/dp/0300244339/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=breaking+white+supremacy&qid=1598852738&s=books&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Narrative-Life-Frederick-Douglass-American/dp/0312257376/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1404971834&sr=8-3&keywords=narrative+of+the+life+of+frederick+douglass
http://www.amazon.com/Narrative-Life-Frederick-Douglass-American/dp/0312257376/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1404971834&sr=8-3&keywords=narrative+of+the+life+of+frederick+douglass
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Futures-Kimberly-Drew/dp/039918113X/ref=asc_df_039918113X/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=509032862638&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=17427635200482706829&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9010936&hvtargid=pla-923974305809&psc=1
http://www.amazon.com/Souls-Black-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486280411/ref=sr_1_sc_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1405004451&sr=8-1-spell&keywords=the+souls+of+blak+folk
http://www.amazon.com/Sport-Gods-Signet-Classics/dp/0451531779
https://www.amazon.com/Tears-We-Cannot-Stop-America/dp/1250135990/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1501650698&sr=8-1&keywords=tears+we+cannot+stop+a+sermon+to+white+america+by+michael+eric+dyson
http://www.amazon.com/The-Muhammad-Reader-Gerald-Early/dp/0062233572/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1405006702&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Muhammad+Ali+Reader
https://www.amazon.com/Revolt-Black-Athlete-Sport-Society/dp/0252041070/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1534124864&sr=1-1&keywords=harry+edwards
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